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his master had broken both the cudgels, he screamed, " Give
it her with the stumps ! " Hearing these words the knight
took the hint and gave it her with the stumps till the blood
ran, and when the knight's wife saw that he was in earnest
she got up out of bed and supped with him. Thus the knight
took a leaf out of the cock's book ; and as for you, my
brethren, beware how you let yourselves be hoodwinked by
your wives.1
A German version of it, recorded orally at Gross-Kreutz,
near Brandenburg, about 1842, runs as follows :
Once upon a time there was a man who was very clever,
for he understood the language of all animals, but for all
his cleverness he could not keep his wicked wife within
bounds. It happened one day that he sat in his yard and
listened to the talk of the beasts, but as their talk fell on a
merry topic he laughed aloud, and his wife saw it. There-
upon she pressed him with great vehemence (for she was very
curious) to tell her what he had laughed at; but though he
would gladly have contented her, yet durst he not, for it
would have cost him his life. So he refused, but that only
made his wife the more impatient and angry, and she heaped
taunts and reproaches on him, saying that he always kept
secrets from her.
So it went on from day to day, till the man at last grew
sad and moody, and went about with hanging head, thinking
how he could mend matters. Well, one day he went into the
yard and saw how the cock strutted about and crowed loudly.
But the dog kept quite still and said to the cock, " How can
you be so gay when our master is so sad on account of his
wicked wife who gives him no peace ? " "I think," answered
the cock, " that he will change his tune. He has only to
take an example from me. I have more than a hundred
wives, but woe to the one that would dare to disobey me, I
would peck the eyes out of her head in a moment; and yet he
has only one wife and cannot manage her ! " The master
heard this discourse with pleasure, for he saw that the cock
was right; so he went into his house on the instant, took a
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volktandig aus dem Lateinischen ins